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The Second All-Russian Congress of Folk-
lorists was held in Moscow and in the 
town of Ershovo near Zvenigorod (about 
forty kilometres from Moscow), from 
February1st to February 5th 2010. The idea 
about organizing such large scientific 
events every five years (the First Congress 
was held in 2005 and four volumes of 
proceedings were published), initiated by 
the National Centre for Russian Folklore, 
headed by A. S. Kargin, was understood 
properly and received well in various ar-
tistic, scientific, pedagogical and research 

institutions of Russia. With the support of 
the Ministry of Culture of Russia, the or-
ganizer of these meetings (The National 
Centre for Russian Folklore) already man-
aged to publish the first volume of pro-
ceedings from the Second Congress, and 
the remaining volumes are expected to be 
published by the end of this year.

With the number of participants and 
the scope of thematic frameworks, this 
scientific meeting is one of the largest in-
ternational congresses. More than 500 sci-
entists from about 80 cities around Russia, 
and about 20 scientists from 17 other coun-
tries took part in the Second Congress. Af-
ter the opening ceremony in the great hall 
of the Central Chamber of Scientists in 
Moscow and a lavish folklore programme, 
the further activities of the Congress took 
place in the Ershovo resort (a former aris-
tocratic home and estate in Podmoskovie). 
The items and reports were submitted 
within 13 sections, 14 round tables and 2 
debate clubs.

The sections dealt with the follow-
ing subjects: the complex textology and 
poetics of folklore; literature, art and folk-
lore; the contemporary forms of folklore; 
problems in studies of musical folklore; 
the theoretical and practical aspects of eth-
nomusicology; the language of folklore; 
folklore in the contemporary, general edu-
cational process; the problems in studies 
and the preservation of decorative applied 
art and artistic folk craftsmanship; folklore 
– mythology, folk beliefs, demonology; 
choreographic folklore; problems in stud-
ies and embodiment; problems in folklore 
performance and ethnoorganological is-
sues; the history of science; folklore and 
ethnography today. The round tables fo-
cused on the more specific problem circle 
of folklore, such as genres (epic poems, 
stories, incantations, lamentations, danc-
es) and some special issues (ethnobotany, 
interdisciplinary research, interethnic 
processes, folklore and the Internet, the 
preservation of folklore…)
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